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t he macl-hram d bridegroom took him fuch a cuff, 

'i'hat down fell prieft and book, and book and pnell Shah. 
^ I ha e Wiiy, ioi a while, no money bid for argument, 
uihefs the poet and the player went to cuffs in the queftion* 

Sbakcfpeare s Hamlet. 
fie gave her a cuff on the ear, and flic would prick him 
v 1 til he r k tutting- needle, Arbuthmfs Hlftory ff John Bull. 

1 heir own feels, which now lie dormant, would be foon 
*vl tuffs again with each other about power and prefer- 

T nt * , , r , * , swiff 

2, It is tiled of birds that fight with their talons, 

1 o Cuff* v n, [from the noun.] To fight ; to feuffle. 
Clapping farces acted by the court. 

While the peers cuff \ to make the rabble fport. Dryd. Juv. 
To Cuff. v. a. 


I- To ftrike with the fifh 

111 after him again, and beat him*— 

Do, cuff him found ly ; but never draw thy fwrird. Shaief 

\\ ell, fir Jofeph, at your in treaty ; but were not vou, my 
friend, abided and cuffed* and kicked t Congrevds Old Batchelor. 
2 * r l o ftrike with talons. 


I hofe lazy owls, who, perch'd near fortune*® top, 

Sit only watchful with their heavy wings 
To cuff down new-fled g’d virtues, that would rife 
i b nobler heights, and make the grove harmonious. Otway. 

I he daftard crow, that to the wood made wing, 

With her loud kaws her craven kind does bring, 

Who, fate in numbers, cuff the noble bird* Dryden. 

They with their quills did ai! the hurt they cou d. 

And cuff d the tender chickens from their food. Dryden. 
3- i o ftrike with wings* This teems improper* 

Hov’rmg about the eoafts they make their moan, 

And cuff the cliffs with pinions not their own. Dryd * Miu 
Cuff, n.J [coffc, French.] Part of the fleeve. 

He railed at fops; and, mfteatl of the common fafhion, he 
would vifit his mittrete in a morn i rig- gown, band, fliort off * , 
and a peaked beard, Arbuihtwi* s HiJIory of John Bull. 

Ct T inage. n . j. I he making up of twine into fuch forms, as 

it is commonly framed into, for carriage to other places Gmxjcl. 
CL 1 TRASS- n f [cmraff, hr* from eutr } leather; coraccia, Ital. ] 
A breaft pi ate. 

1 he lance purfadd the voice without delay, 

And pierc'd his cuirafs^ with fuch fury fent. 

And fign'd his bofom with a purple dint* Dryden* 

Cuirassier, n. j. [ from atirafs . j A man at arms ; a loldicr 
in armour. 

Hie field all iron, caft a gleaming brown, 

Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn 
Cuiraffim* all in ff eel , for {landing fight* Mil. Par ad. Reg . 
I he picture of St. George, wherein he is defer! bed like a 
adraffr, or hortemim completely armed, is rather a fymbo- 
lical image than any proper figure. Brown s Vulgar Errours, 
Cuish. n.f [cttiJ/fj French.] ■ The armour that covers the 
thighs. 

I faw vounz Harry, with his beaver on. 

Mis cuffs on his thighs, gallantly arm’d. 

Rife from the ground like feather'd Mercury. Shah. Elen. IV. 

I he crofiet feme, and feme the miffs mould. 

With filver plated, and with dudlile gold, Dryden s JEn. 
But what had our author to wound /Eneas with at te> cri- 
tical a time ? And how came the miffs to be worfie tempered 
than the reft of his armour? Dryden 1 s Virg* Mn. Dedicat. 

Cu'ldees. n. f [coll dtf I. a tin,] Monks in Scotland. 
Cu'lhrace, ft,/ The fame plant with Arse-smart. Ainfv. 
Culinary* ad}, [eulina, Latin.] Relating to the kitchen; 
r dating to the art of cookery* 

Great weight may condenfc t ho fie vapours and exhalations, 
as foon as they fhall at any time begin to afeend from the fun, 
and make them prefobtly fall back again into him, and by that 
action increafe his heat; much after the manner that, in our 
earth, the air mcreates the heat of a culinary fire* Newton, 
To thofe, who, by reafim of their northern expedition, will 
be If ill forced to be at the cxpence of culinary fires, it will 
reduce the price of their manufacture* Arbuthnot. 

T o CULL* v* a* [twillir, French.] To fclcdt from others ; to 
pick out of many. 

The heft of every thing they had, being added out for 
themfeives, if there were in their flocks any poor di failed 
thing; not worth the keeping, they thought it good enough lor 
the altar of Gud* Ehoh rr, b , v* fed. 31* 

Out engines filial I be bent 
Againft the brows of this rdi fling town : 

Call for our chiefeft men of difcipline. 

To cull the plots of bed advantage. Shahfp. King John, 
Like the bee, culling from evVy flow’r, 

Our thighs are puekt with wax, our mouths with honey, SJj. 

In this covert will we make our ftand. 

Cuffing the principal of all the deer* Shake], Hen. VI p. lit. 

I do remember an apothecary 
In tatter’d weeds, with overwhelming brows, 

Culling of fimpks, Sbahfpearc s Romeo and Juliet* 
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llien in a moment fortune fliall cull forth, 

Out of one fide, her happy minion. Shahfp, Kin* J /_ 

J he choiecft of the Britifh, the Roman, Saxon, atid 'N T 1JC " 
man laws, being culled, as it were, this grand charter was <•* 
trailed. , f/mW'i Parley of Bell 

VV hen fiilfc flow rs of rhetorick thou would ’ft cull, J ' 
TruA: nature, do not labour to be dull. Dry? 

From his herd lie culls, ~ m ' 

For [laughter, four the fairuft of his bulls. Dryd . Vir^Gtor 
current pieces of the fame dcr.imfiuariou arc r/ 
different weights, then the traders in money cull out \U 
heavier, and mdt them down with profit. 

With ] tumble duty and officious hafle ? 

IT 1 e ti the fartljeft mead for thy repaft, 

1 he various off'rim>s nf o. 


various oft 'rings ot the world appear: 
From each {he nicely mils with curious toil- 


cl loaf 


Locke. 

Prior, 

Pops. 


es. 


And decks the goddds with the glitt’ring fpoil. 

Cu ller* n * /* [from cu/i] One who picks or 
CUTXION. nfff [eoglimie^ a fool, Ital. perhaps from fadlm 

It feems to import meannefs rather than folly.] A teoundi'd ■ 
a mean wretch. * 

Such a one as leaves a gentleman, 

And makes a god of fitch a eulEon. Shak, Tam * ff the Shrew* 

Lpto the breach, you dogs; avaunt, you adlkm. Shake] 
CuLLiONLY* ad], [from cullton , J Having the qualities of a 
cullton; mean; bate. 

Ill make a fop o’ th* moonihine of you : you whorfon, cul- 
iim'y\ barber- monger, draw. bhdhfpeari* King Lear. 

CuTluiwbixe. n*f [more properly fpelt Colum-jike, which 
Itu,] T he flowers of i\m plant tue beanlfahy variegated 
with blue, purple, red, and white* All !er. 

Her goodly bofom, like a ftrawberry-bed ; 

Her neck, like to a bunch of adlumbines. fp vfrds Smuts. 
CUTLY* ;;* j. foghorn, ital. a fool*] A man deceived or im- 
puted upon ; as, by (harpers or a firumpet. 

Why fhouid you, whote mother wits 
Are I’urniflfd with all perquifits, 

B J allow'd to put all tricks upon 

Our cu ly tex, and we ute none ? HvdibraSy p. ifa 

Yet the rich cullies may their boafting fparc: 

They purchafe but fophilticated ware. Dtyden. 

He takes it in mighty dudgeon, becaufe I won’t let him 
make me over by deed as his lawful cully. Arbutlmot. 

I o CutetY. v. a* \ from the noun ] To befool ; to cheat; to 
trick ; to deceive ; to impote upon, 

CulmTfERoUs. cd]> [admits and fero^ Latin.] 

Culmiferotn plants are fuch as have a fmooth jointed llalk, 
and ufually hollow ; and at each joint the ftalk is wrapped 
about with jfingte, narrow, long, {harp-pointed leaves, and 
their feeds are contai ned in chaffy hufks, Quincy. 

3 here are alfo teveral forts of grallbs, both of the Cyprus 
and culmiferous kinds ; fome with broader, others with iur- 
row^er leaves- fVmhiard on Foffda 

The propereft food of the vegetable kingdom is taken from 
the farinaceous or mealy feeds of fome adnnf rous plants; as 
cats, barley, wheat, rice, rye, maize, panic, millet* Arluthu 
To CL TMINA 7 E. V. n. [culmen^ Latin.] I o be vertical; 
to be in the merit! ian. 

Far and wide his eye commands : 

For fteht no obliade found Jiei e, or {hade. 

But all funfhme; as wln.ii his beams at noon 
Gut ruinate from thfi equator* Ahltcn s Paradife Lojl , i. i : h 
CulminaTiow. n.f [from ciduduate,] Theuanfitoi a pte- 
net through the meridian. 

Culpa liiteiTY* n.f [from culpa IT.] Blameablenefi. 

CULPABLE* adj* [effdff Latin ] 

1. Criminal* 

Proceed no firaiter tend nil our uncle Glo’fter, 
l han from true evidence of good eljfeem. 

He be appro 1 * d in r rad ice culpable. Sbaicjp, H.nry VI. f* iu 
2* Guilty. 

Thefe beyig perhaps culpable of this crime, or favourers of 
their friends. Spctijer s State c] Ireland. 

Bhmcable ; blameworthy. 

T'hc wvifilom oi (lod fetteth before us in Scripture fio many 
admirable patterns of virtue, and no one of them, wiifuut 
fome what noted wherein they were culpable, to the end that 
to him alone it might always be acknowledged, Thau on a a? t 
holy. Thou only art fujl. Hooker's Prffff 

Ail fuch ignorance is voluntary, and therefore lur 

as much as it was in every monte power to have prevents 
; t . ' SoutTs StrfflNi. 

C u te F A e l r n i ss. n.f [fro m culpa l Ed] Blame; 

CuLpably* rah. [ f r o m cu l pah ie . ] B la u 1 ea bly ; Cfind n ally . 

If we perform this duty pitifully and cedgab- • , it A out to 
bt expected we ihould communicate hofilv 
Culprit n.f [about this word there is great liipure. 
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wiftl of the judge being that the prifionef may be found inno- 
cent.] A man arraigned before his judge. 

The knight appear'd, and filence they proclaim ; 

Then firft 1 he culprit anfwcr'd to his name ; 

And, after forms of law, was laft requir’d 
To name the thing that woman moll defir'd. Dryden, 
An author is in the condition of a adprit ; the publtck are 
his judges: by allowing too much, and condefcending too far, 
he may injure hts own caute ; and by pleading and averting 
too boldly, lie may difpleafe the court. E riot's P ref. to Solomon. 
Cu'lter* n.f [cuter, Latin.] The iron of the plow per- 
ptndicular to the fheare* It is commonly written coulter, 

* Her fallow lees 

The darnel, hemlock, and rank fumitory, 

Dr-th root upon ; while that the alter rufis, 

I’hat fhouid deracinate fuch favagery* Shakcfpeare s Elen* V, 
To CU h T 1 VATE. v, a* [cullivcr^ French*] 

1. To forward or improve the product of the earth, by manual 
indtiftry- 

[ hofe excellent feeds Implanted in your birth, will, i( ml- 
tivated, be mofi flourifhhig In production ; and, as the foil is 
good, and no coll nor care wanting to Improve it, we muff 
entertain iu'pes of the richeft harveff. Felton on the Claffcks. 

2. To improve; to meliorate. 

We'ie we but lete indulgent to our faults, 

And patience had to cultivate our thoughts, 

Our mufe would flour! Hu IV oiler* 

To make man mild and fociable toman. 

To cultivate the wild licentious fit vase 
With wifdom, difciplinc, and liberal arts, 

TIT cmbelliihments of life* 

Culti v aTion* n.f [from cultivate . ] 
j* The art or practice of improving fodsj and forwarding or 
melioratincr v v z? tabl c s . 

O ^ ■ * 

2* Improvement in general ; promotion ; melioration. 

An innate light difco^ crs the common notions of good and 
evil, winch, b_y cultivation and. improvement, may be ad- 
vanced to higher and brighter Jificovcnes. Stmlhd Sermons* 
A Rundation o\ good tenfe, and a cultivation of learning, 
arc required to give a feafoning to retirement, and make us 
tr.fte the bldfing* Dryden . 

Cultivator* «* f [from cultivate.] One who improves, 
promotes, or meliorates; or endeavours to forward any ve- 
getablc product, or any thing cite capable of improvement* 

It has been lately complained of, by fome cultivators of 
clover- grafs, that from a great quantity of the feed not any 
grate fp rings up. Boyle s Unfuccefifid Experiments, 

CULTURE, n* f [cukuray Latin*] 

The afi of cultivation; the act of tilling the around; 
tillage. 

Give us feed unto our heart, and culture to our underftand- 
Ing, that there may come fruit of it. 2 Efd viii* 6. 

1 hete three laft were flower than the ordinary wheat of 
itfah, and this cn.ture did rather retard than advance* Bacon, 
The plough was not invented ’till after the deluge; the 
earih requiring little or no care or culture? but yielding its in- 
Lrealc freely, and without Libour and toil* * f Vo Award, 

Where grows ? — Where grows it irot ? If vain our toil, 
We ought Up blame the culture, not the foil. 

Fix'd to no [put is happinds fl ncere. Popes Effay on Alan* 
1'hey rote as vigorous as the fun : 

J 1 hen to the culture of the willing glebe. ThomfoKs Spring. 
2, Art of improvement and melioration. 

One might wear any pafllon out of a family by culture, as 
fkfllttl gardeners blot a colour out of a tulip that hurts its 

T*™*?' TW#, N^, 7S , 

to Culture* v. a. [from the noun.] Fq cultivate; to ma- 
nine; to till. It is u fed by 7 ksmfin, but without authority. 
Cu'lver. n.f. [cuippe, Saxon,] A pigeon. An old word/’ 

U.k! lie lo done, he had him fn a toll’d away, 

More light than culver in the hud con’s flit. ' fairy fh tee)U 
Whence, borne oji liquid wing, 

( The found culver flioots. ^Tbomfon's Spri 

1 -ULvERfK. n.f. [ht<W;w, French.] A fpecies of ordnance. 

A whole cannon requires, for every charge, forty pounds 
ol powder, and a bullet cf forty-four pounds ; a cuhtrin, fix- 
teen pounds of powder, and a bullet of nineteen pounds; a 
demi-ovArr/,/, nine pounds of powder, and a bullet of twelve 
pouc.ds. % ilkim's Math. Magic. 

Here a well pohth <1 mail gives us the jov 
I o fee our prince bis matchlefs force employ: 
h o f toner lias he touch'd the flying ball, 

But tis already more than ball the mail ; 

Ami fuch a fun from his *rni't has got, 

As from a fmoaking cuhcrin ’twere foot. 7 } 

Cv LVKRICI v. n. f A fpecies of flower.-’ 

Looking down the meadows I could fee a girl crooning 
Ih/CU'MRPR COWfl ' ! r; C ° mi * ke S ar,ands * Satan's Ugl] 

i v. a. [itmtucrcn, kmkeren, to difturb, Dutch 1 

'• 1 o embarrafs ; to entangle ; to oblirudl. J 

V l-y afhs he, what avails him not in fieht, 

Anc would but amber, and retard hi# flight. 


CUN 

In which his only excellence is plac’d ! . 

Yuu give him death, that intercept his haite* Dryd * Fab.c 
Hardly his head the plunging pilot rears, 

Clog’d with his cloaths, and cumber 7 A with his years. Dryd* 
The learning and mattery of a tongue, being uneafy and 
unpleafimt enough in itfelf, mould not be cumbered with any 
other difficulties, as is done in this way of proceeding, Loch* 
2* To croud or load with fometliing ufelete. 

I come feeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none ; cut it 
down, why cumbereth it the ground ? Lu. xiii. j* 

Let it not cumber your better remembrance* Shalrjp, Titnou* 
The multiplying variety of arguments, efpecially frivolous 
ones, is not only loft labour, but cum ers the memory to no 
purpote. Loch* 

3* involve in difficulties and dangers; todiffrdT 
Domeftick fury, and fierce civil ft rife. 

Shall cumber all the parts of Italy. Sbahipcares Jui C&far* 
4* To bufy ; to diftra& with mukiplidty of cares. 

Martha was cumbered about much ferving. Luh y x. 40. 
5, To be trouble fome in any place* 

Doth the bramble cumber a garden ? It makes the better 
hedge; where, if it chances to prick the owner, it will tear 
the thief* Greiv $ CofmoL A iii* c* 2, Jed, 47# 

Cumber, n.f [bomber, Dutch*] Vexation; em burr ailment; 
obfhucHon; hindrance; difturbance; diffrete. 

By the occafion thereof ! was brought to as great cumber 
and danger, as lightly any might efcape, * Sidney, Ik it* 

Thus fade thy "helps, and thus thy cumbers fpring, Spenfer* 
The greateft fhips are leaft ferviceable, go very deep in 
water, are of marvellous charge and fearful cumber * RaL-igh. 
Cu mbersome* adp. [ from cwnber. J 

1, 1 roubleforne ; vexatious. 

I hinking it too early, as long as they had any day, to 
break oft' lb pleafing a company, with going to perform a 
cumber fome obedience. Sidney, Ik it. 

2, Burthen fome; embarrafling* 

I was drawn in to write the firft part by accident, and to 
w rite the fccond by fome defied^ in the firft : thefe are the cwn- 
beffomc perquifites of authors, Arhtahnoi on Aliments* 

3, Unweildy; unmanageable* 

Very long tubes are cumber fame 5 and fcarce to be readily 
managed* Newton's Opt * 

Cu^mbersomely* adj, [from aimberfime *1 In a troublefome 
manner ; in a maimer that produces hindrance and vexation. 
C u ■ m b e R so m 1 ness* ?/* J. [1 roni cumbcrjomc* j Encumbrance ; 
hindrance; obftrutetion. 

Cu'MERANCE. n.f [from cumber j Burthen; hindrance; im- 
pediment. 

itextol not riches then, the toil of fools. 

The wife man’s cumbranee, if not fnare ; more apt 
To llacken virtue, and abate her edire. 

Than prompt her to do aujifit may merit praife. Ml it* P. L : 
CufalBROUS, adj * [from cumber.] 
i * Troubtdome; vexatious; difturbing* 

A cloud of cumbreus gnats do him moleft ; 

All ftriving to infix their feeble flings, 

That from their noyance he no where can reft. Fairy jjhteen* 

2, Opprdlive ; burthenlome. 

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much ! Bent rather, how I may be quit, 

Fairefl and eaficft, ofa this cumbrous charge* Alt It. Par. Lff 
Black was his cou nt nance m a little fpace ; 

For all the blood was gather’d in his face : n 
H elp was at hand ; they rearM him from the ground, 

And from his cumbrous arms his limbs unbound; 

A. hen lanc’d a vein. Dryden 9 

Pofleflionte load was grown fa great. 

He funk beneath the cumFrcus weight. 

3, Jumbled; obftructing each other. 

Swift to their teveral quarters hailed then 
The cumb’raus clement-, earth, flood, air, fire. Milt. P. Lift. 
Cu mfrey, n*f A medicinal plant. 

C u tei i n* n.j, [cuminum, Latin*] A plant. 

The root te annual, the leaves like thofe of fend ; the foods 
fmall, long, narrow, and crooked; two of which fucceed 
each other s flower, as in other umbelliferous plants* The 
faces of this plant are ufed in medicine, which arc brought 
from the ftland of Malta, where it is cultivated ; for it is too 
tender for ou r cl i mate* Miller * 

rue> r" d °T h, C 600,1 for e >' es * fydfir, 

jCUMLLAIL. v.a. [cumuU, Latin.] I'o heap together 
A man that beholds the mighty fhoal, of fheIJs, bedded and 
atmoattd lieap upon heap, among If ear th, will fcarcelv con- 
cave which way thele could ever live. IFondward's Nat . IJi/f 
Cumula tion, n.j. The act of heaping together. Did 

departure™^ C en ° Urs > cun£iatim ir ‘ prolecuting, and haite m 


1 he conjoined with a heavy bodjf?mpl£ 
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